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1. Close Reading and the Interpretation of Individual Texts

2. Distant Reading and the Interpretation of Large Text Corpuses
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1. Close Reading and the Interpretation of Individual Texts
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Two Ways of Reading Narrative:

Intentional or Symptomatic

➢ Assumption of wholeness/coherence in narrative



Two Ways of Interpreting Narrative:

Intentional or Symptomatic

➢ Assumption of wholeness/coherence in narrative

➢ Intentional reading: the implied author is the source of the 

coherence.

"One assumes that a single creative sensibility lies behind the 

narrative . . . the ideas and judgments that we infer from the 

narrative are understood to be in keeping with a sensibility that 
intended these effects" (Abbott 102).



Intentional Reading and the Implied (vs. Empirical) Author

1913-1927



Intentional Reading and the Implied (vs. Empirical) Author

17291913-1927



Two Ways of Interpreting Narrative:

Intentional or Symptomatic

➢ Assumption of wholeness/coherence in narrative

➢ Intentional reading: the implied author is the source of the 

coherence.

"One assumes that a single creative sensibility lies behind the 

narrative . . . the ideas and judgments that we infer from the 

narrative are understood to be in keeping with a sensibility that 

intended these effects" (Abbott 102).

➢ Symptomatic reading: the historical, economic, social, and cultural 

conditions give the narrative coherence, regardless of authorial or 
implied-authorial intention



Symptomatic Reading

1899



Symptomatic Reading

Chinua Achebe1899
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Reader-Response Theory

Wolfgang Iser, Hans-Robert Jauss, Stanley Fish, Norman Holland, David Bleich 



1983



Overreading and Underreading

➢ Assumption of wholeness/coherence in narrative

➢ "We do not simply absorb the information in the narrative 
discourse but, almost invariably, we overlook things that are 

there and put in things that are not there. We underread and 

we overread" (Abbott 92).

➢ Overreading: Finding in narratives qualities, motives, moods, 

ideas, judgments, even events without direct evidence in the 

text

➢ Underreading: Leaving out or ignoring parts or details of a 

narrative in our interpretation. 



Cognitive Narrative Theory

➢ Embodied cognition (Wilson and Foglia)

➢ Embodied simulation (Gallese)

"'It is not just the consciousness that relocates itself; rather, narrative 

texts call upon the reader's body to enter fictional worlds, as part of 

the co-constructing of those worlds'" (Caracciolo 118).

➢ Immersion/transportation into the storyworld: 



2. Distant Reading and Interpretation of Large Text Corpuses
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