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Friedrich August Wolf

Friedrich August Wolf (1/59-1824) is a founding
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the German in whose works the Greek spirit ‘took a second
dwelling’ and whose example could inspire ‘the teachable
youth of the fatherland’ to study antiquity.

‘Darstellung der Alterthums-Wissenschaft’

The first article in the inaugural 1807 issue of the Museum
aer Alterthums-Wissenscharft was a programmatic essay by
Wolf, the

(‘Presentation of the Science of Antiquity’).

‘Darstellung der Alterthums-Wissenschaft’

In this epoch-making essay, Wolf set out his vision of what a ‘scientific’ study of antiquity should entail.
He limited the study of ‘antiquity’ to Greece and Rome 776 BCE -1453 CE and 754 BCE-476 CE,

excluding all other ancient peoples. At the same time, he laid out

twenty-four subdisciplines this study should entail, ranging
from textual criticism to epigraphy to the history of the
discipline. Thus, Wolf on the one hand broadened the field,
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calling for a holistic approach to the study of antiquity going | dex
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peyond the study of texts (which, however, he gave a privileged

e narrowed down the field, separating the study of Greek and
Latin from the study of oriental languages, especially Hebrew.
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Wolf's vision was influential not least
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The true innovation lay in his printing method, which
offered a way to considerably simplify the printing of
Devanagart. He decided to embed the vowels—marked
with diacritical signs above and below the consonant
or consonant group—as well as other small diacritics
within the single body of the consonants. This
approach allowed him to produce all the desired
combinations using only 250 punches.

Schlegel's ongoing quest for an ideal font led him to
make continuous improvements in printing techniques
and typefaces over the years, which he used for his
own works and shared with Berlin and Paris.
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itself as the premier science of the 19th century, funded on a the university founded in Berlin in
large scale and setting standards across disciplines. 1810 played a key role in bringing

philology to prominence.

-
I _ ere
GHENT X ¥ R

U N |V E RS |TY Funded by European Research Council

the Eu ropean Union Established by the European Commission



	Slide 1: Approaching Ancient Texts in Germany ca. 1800: F.A. Wolf and A.W. Schlegel on studying Greek, Latin, and Sanskrit

