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Formulaic Elements & their Creative Variations in Byzantine Book Epigrams

The DBBE Project

The Database of Byzantine Book Epigrams (DBBE) is
an ongoing project at Ghent University that makes
available textual and contextual data of metrical
paratexts found in Byzantine manuscripts.

The Database currently provides around 12.500 distinct occurrences
to the academic community, alongside contextual information that
places these epigrams within a wider cultural and historical
setting.

The project is interdisciplinary, bringing together philologists,
linguists, and computer scientists to collaborate toward a
common goal: uncovering the relationships between linquistic
patterns and the historical development of the texts.
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Which are the formulaic patterns employed in Byzantine
book epigrams, and by which features can a

d creative
Jlaic structures?

How does this formulaicity model compare to the

broader epigrammatic traditions and formulaic oral

traditions (e.g. Homeric epics)?
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